
Drama 
Intent

Our Drama  provision aims to develop students social and creative thinking 
skills. Students of all abilities are encouraged to work inclusively, giving 

them opportunity to work in ensembles, small groups and pairs. Students 
should feel valued and confident to express creative ideas. All students 
should have the opportunity to devise and perform their own work and  

experiment with technical theatre and use these skills in practice. In
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Aims of the Drama Curriculum at KS3

The aim of the year nine course is to develop students’ confidence, 
self-awareness and ability to co-operate with their peers both as leaders 
and members of a team.  Students are taught to respond practically to a 
range of stimuli using a variety of drama techniques and strategies.  
They will gain an understanding of different genres of drama.  By the end 
of year nine students will have enough information and practical 
experience to make a strong start to GCSE Drama.  If they do not opt to 
continue with drama, students should find the skills they have learned 
useful in other subjects, particularly where confident speaking, 
presentations and group work form part of the course.



In
te

n
t

KS3 National Curriculum

Subject content
The national curriculum for Drama to KS3 (as part of literacy)  aims to build on Spoken 
language.  Pupils: speak confidently and effectively, including through: 
• Using Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, 

including classroom discussion 
• giving short speeches and presentations, expressing their own ideas and keeping to 

the point 
• participating in formal debates and structured discussions, summarising and/or 

building on what has been said
• improvising, rehearsing and performing play scripts and poetry in order to generate 

language and discuss language use and meaning, using role, intonation, tone, volume, 
mood, silence, stillness and action to add impact.

Drama 
In

te
n

t



In
te

t
Drama 

Aims of the Drama Curriculum at KS4 and KS5 follow the Eduqas exam board specification.

The aim of the GCSE and GCE is to deliver a rich and varied experience of drama as a discipline.

Students will become knowledgeable about the subject and its contribution to society, and skilled in the   
practical application of a range of aspects of the dramatic arts.

Develop and apply an informed, analytical framework for making, performing, interpreting and    understanding 
drama and theatre. 

Understand the place of relevant theoretical research in informing the processes and practices involved in 
creating theatre and the place of practical exploration in informing theoretical knowledge of drama and theatre.

Develop an understanding and appreciation of how the social, cultural and historical contexts of performance 
texts have influenced the development of drama and theatre 

Understand the practices used in twenty-first century theatre making.

Experience a range of opportunities to create theatre, both published text based and devised work participate 
as a theatre maker and as an audience member in live theatre  

Understand and experience the collaborative relationship between various roles within theatre.

Develop and demonstrate a range of theatre making skills  

Develop the creativity and independence to become effective theatre makers  

Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others.
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Drama 
What is Drama and why is it important?

Drama is the study of theatre, plays, practitioner and techniques that combine to 
produce creative performances. Drama is a practical, interactive, social subject 
that encourages students to develop their ability to perform or design technical 

theatre. 

Drama is an important subject for students to access. It allows students to 
develop confidence in public speaking. Learning and using subject specific 

vocabulary. Student enjoy working practically and performing in front of others. 

Students work socially and learn the importance of group work, leadership and 
directing, listening and practising critical thinking skills.

Students are encouraged to be creative, experimental and to feel safe and valued 
when performing. 
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Content and Sequence: Year 9
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KS4 curriculum – overview of content

Sequence of units covered
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Drama 
Cross Curricular Links

Drama links with:  

• Spoken language for confidence in responding to questioning in any curricular 
subject. 

• Spoken language and use of role play for MFL.

• Ability to work with others in practical subjects, paired work and small group tasks in 
other subject areas. 

• Role play for History/English/RS and other subject areas. 

• Character, devising and narrative structure to inform creative writing in English.

• Physicality for movement to link with PE. 

• Specific technical options supporting and working in collaboration. EG: Costume and 
textiles. Photography and performance. Lighting design and photography. DT and Set 
design.
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Progress

● Schemes of work are sequenced, where possible, so that knowledge and concepts are 
built upon from previous learning.

● Responses to key questions and carefully thought out practical tasks enable students 
to develop and focus their ideas. In practice, research and performance.

● Techniques and practitioners are re-visited with different and varied topics. 
● Component practical exams Use of assessment criteria and mark scheme to provide a 

comprehensive overview of what level a student is at. 
● Lessons planned to inform and develop each students progress.
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Support

● Planning to ensure maximum inclusivity to meet all individual needs.
● Flexible-paced learning to accommodate slower learners who can complete their 

tasks at a more comfortable speed.
● Note books or handout booklets to support learning and planning.
● Extension tasks available to challenge, stretch and accommodate quicker-paced 

learners and more responsibility for taking the lead on a practical project. 
● Group work and pair work and ensemble. 
● Longer projects that build on prior knowledge and research.
● Digital support via audio and visual input as well as technical provision.
● Verbal support, one-on-one and scaffolded tasks.
● Targeted questioning.
● Tasks with variable outcomes to enable students flexibility and freedom of 

individuality and the choice to perform in a variety of ways. 
● On-going assessment to highlight strengths of students. 
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we have adapted our Drama curriculum for summer 2021 and the 2021/22 academic 
year in the following ways. These ensure the essential elements of our Drama 
curriculum are covered. 

Essential knowledge and vocabulary covered that has been missed. We use in each 
lesson where possible to make sure students are hearing, learning and using these 
keywords effectively. This normally happens during the physical “warm up” or “games” 
at the start of a drama lesson or in the skills element of the lesson. 

Skills covered that have been missed or not secure are being woven into lesson aims. 
When students are devising and working practically they are directed to develop a 
particular skill or skills. This could be a technique, a technique from a practitioner or a 
particular focus such as use of voice, interaction, gesture etc. 

Experiences (including cultural and enrichment) that are to be focussed on. Theatre 
trips, the streaming of live theatre, drama clubs, showcase productions. 

Recovery curriculum
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● Drama should be fun and enjoyable!

● Teachers can choose from a variety of SOW to teach at KS3 adapted and suited to the individual group and 
teacher. The teacher will follow the structure and specialist input for what makes a good drama lesson.

● Specialist teaching at KS4 and KS5 will follow the sequence of the curriculum plans. Teachers can and must 
adapt, change or alter individual lessons to suit the dynamics of the group. 

● Teachers are to be aware of all Pupil Premium, SEND and EAL children in their classes. They will also need 
to find out, from English teachers (at the earliest opportunity), about the ability level of the children in their 
classes in terms of their writing and comprehension ability and to differentiate accordingly.

 
● Teachers will use scripts, props, costume, resources to inspire learning, making sure they are returned to 

their storage cupboard promptly for other students to use.

● Teachers should be aware of the Drama  Department assessment criteria and objectives at KS3 and be fully 
aware of the specifications at KS4 and KS5 what the overall impact of their teaching is trying to achieve in 
terms of outcome. 

.
● All students should be made to feel like they are performers, directors or designers: for instance; Student 

work collaboratively on a project and should feel as if they are a small theatre company creating work for an 
audience, not just to pass an exam. 

Teaching - minimum expectations
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Reading  In our Drama curriculum we encourage pupils to access high quality texts and 
scripts to support their learning and develop their skills in accessing information from a 
range of sources. 
Teachers model reading scripts, we read as a whole class and as individuals. 
Pupils spend time partner reading or reading independently as well as researching in 
order to acquire knowledge or deepen their understanding. 
At GCSE and GCE students are expected to read and understand play from different eras, 
with social and historical contexts. 

Vocabulary  Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. Subject specific words 
are incorporated in each unit and pupils are encouraged to develop their own ‘Vital 
Vocabulary’ lists along with dual coding (kinesthetic) to expand their theatrical  
vocabulary repertoire. 
Students have handouts and support material to ensure key vocabulary is kept and can 
be referenced. 

Drama and Literacy
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Writing  Pupils are encouraged to write across all areas of the curriculum and teachers 
model how to write purposefully in each subject using key structures and vocabulary. 
Pupil in KS3 can use booklets, templates and handouts to record their ideas. 

At KS4 and KS5 resources from the exam board (Eduqas) can be used to support students 
learning, including past papers and mark schemes for the written exams. 

Ongoing creative ideas are often recorded in a variety of way from mind mapping, sign 
post scripting and working together on shared documents. 

At KS5 Students are encouraged to research, write, deliver and present key concepts to 
each other. 

Drama and Literacy 
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● We recognise that not all pupils learn in the same way. 
● Drama  is an exciting area of study and an important one. 
● Some children, outside of school, enjoy live theatre or attending Youth theatre clubs, LAMDA. 
● All children can gain a real sense of achievement, involvement and self-worth through Drama. 
● Pupil premium students are offered theatre trips and encouraged to attend. 
● Drama is a range of abilities. Students are encouraged to pair with different learners. 
● Non-specialist are English specialists.
● Activities and outcomes are tailored. 
● Technical theatre is an option offered to all students. 

All teachers will be aware of all Pupil Premium, SEND and EAL children in their classes. By close collaboration 
with English teachers about the ability level of the children in their classes (in terms of their writing and 
comprehension ability) written tasks can be differentiated accordingly. 

How are lessons tailored for different learners, including pupils with SEND?

● Regular clubs, festivals, musicals
● Paired work and the ability to lead and direct. 
● Technical theatre to develop a specific skill
● Crossover - Music department 

Opportunities for more able pupilsIm
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How do you monitor progress and achievement?

● Teachers are responsible for keeping a record of how individuals are 
progressing in the subject. 

● Pupils are monitored and supported in their learning. 
● During each lesson, the teachers give verbal feedback to the learners and use 

questioning to develop further understanding, unravel misunderstanding and 
resolve any misconceptions.

● Regular performing and analysing of each others work.
● Watching and discussing live theatre performances.
● Mock exam work is marked at fed back when relevant to students progress. 
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How do you document learning in Drama?

In KS3  pupils are assessed against objectives on whole school development and graded with 0-4 
indicating either: (0) no progress, (1) emerging progress, (2) improving progress, (3) secure 
progress or (4) exceeding expectations and progress.

Learning at KS4 and KS5 is assessed by components against the specification. 
Teachers conduct mocks and mark to exam specifications.
Teachers and external examiners assign grades. 
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What do you consider to be the strengths Drama within the school?

How do you know?

● Drop ins 
● Department meetings and teacher feedback on curriculum content.
● Emails to update and inform each other 
● collaboration between Drama and English department is consistent
● occasional learning walks and observations.
● Uptake at KS4 and KS5

Pupils enjoy their Drama lessons
Teachers are passionate and knowledgeable about topics
Resources and SOW support the learning
Pupils are inspired to take Drama  as a GCSE subject
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Examples of progression in Drama 

● Students develop confidence in performance 
● Students engage with extra curricular activities
● Students develop their ability to present 
● Progression and engagement from KS3 to KS5
●
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Enrichment and cultural capital

Festivals at venues - Theatre Royal
Musicals Apex 
Theatre trips 
Live theatre streaming 
City visits 
Clubs/concertsIm
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Careers development 

Options assemblies to promote the subject and potential 
careers.

Open evenings to view the subject in practice. 

Clubs and extracurricular activities to engage and allow to 
use skills in context. 

Students are encouraged to take part in whole school 
activities including performing for other purposes, technical 
support or charity events. 

All combined activities allow students to see the value of 
drama and how it assists future careers. 
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