
Geography
Intent

Our geography provision aims to create excitement, engender curiosity, 
creativity, compassion and deep thinking to help students understand the 
world that they live in. The study of geography equips students with the 
tools to participate, discuss, critically evaluate, develop perspective and 

reach justified conclusions about topics that affect their everyday lives. At 
County Upper School, we believe in a high quality education that will 

enable pupils to gain these skills and prepare for life in the 21st century. In
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Aims of the Geography Curriculum
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:
● develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both

terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics
and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of
processes

● understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial
variation and change over time

● are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
○ collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data, gathered through

experiences of fieldwork that deepens their understanding of geographical
processes

○ interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

○ communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
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Geography
What is Geography and why is studying geography important?

The study of geography stimulates an interest in and a sense of wonder about places. It helps
young people make sense of a complex and dynamically changing world. Geography explains
where places are, how places and landscapes are formed, how people and their environment
interact and how a diverse range of economies, societies and environments are all interconnected.
Geography encourages a deeper understanding of diversity and is a key tool in shaping a better
society for the future. Understanding the human geography of our own country and society can
help to establish our own identity.

The study of geography encourages critical thought which is at the heart of all learning. The ability
to question and evaluate information is an essential life skill and geography is one of the main
subjects for stimulating and developing this ability. At County Upper, although we have a typical
looking nationwide cohort, we also know that our local area is not ethnically diverse.

Although local studies are important, one of our main goals, via our excellent curriculum coverage
and proposed enrichment activities, is to expose them to the wider world and its rich diversity.
This is why teaching geography is so vitally important to our children at County Upper School.
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KS3 National Curriculum

Subject content
Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major countries and their 
physical and human features. They should understand how geographical processes interact to 
create distinctive human and physical landscapes that change over time. In doing so, they should 
become aware of increasingly complex geographical systems in the world around them. They 
should develop greater competence in using geographical knowledge, approaches and concepts 
[such as models and theories] and geographical skills in analysing and interpreting different data 
sources. In this way pupils will continue to enrich their locational knowledge and spatial and 
environmental understanding.

Across KS3 pupils are taught about:
Locational knowledge

● extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries 
using maps of the world to focus on Africa, Russia, Asia (including China and India), and the 
Middle East, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities

Place knowledge
● understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region within Africa, and of a region within Asia
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KS3 National Curriculum - Subject content (continued)

Human and physical geography 
● understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key 

processes in: 
○ physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, 

weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate from the Ice 
Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts 

○ human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; 
economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use 
of natural resources 

● understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of 
natural systems

Geographical skills and fieldwork
● build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge 

routinely in the classroom and in the field
● interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid references 

and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs 
● use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data 
● use fieldwork in contrasting locations to collect, analyse and draw conclusions from 

geographical data, using multiple sources of increasingly complex information.
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Content and Sequence: Year 9

KS3

Development Differences with a focus on Kenya and Japan
Tectonic Hazards
Deserts with a focus on the Middle East and Antarctica 
A Sense of Place Study of Bury St Edmunds
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The All-Through System 

Route Planner
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KS4 curriculum (Eduqas B Specification) 

Theme 1 Changing Places Changing Economies

This unit covers topics such as urban and rural change, features of UK cities and the changing 
patterns of the retail and leisure industry.  There is also a focus on global cities and 
development.

Theme 2 Changing Environments

This unit investigates river processes, landscapes and management.  It also covers coasts with a 
focus on processes, landforms and methods to manage coastal erosion.  There are also 
sections on weather and climate and climate change.

Theme 3 Environmental Challenges

This unit includes topics such as ecosystems and water supply and demand. Content also includes 
the issue of desertification. 
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Content and Sequencing: Years 10 and 11

At County Upper, we have adapted the sequence of the Eduqas content, 
to ensure that the students get the best from it
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KS5 curriculum (AQA  Specification) 

Geography
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Content and Sequencing: Years 12 and 13
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Literacy, Numeracy and British Values

Literacy To encourage literacy our teaching involves: using a variety of writing formats, using
informal and formal language and vocabulary, recounts, chronological ordering, etymology,
discussion and debate, roleplay, the interpretation of data and written sources of information to
encourage retrieval, inference and comprehension skills. Literacy is embedded in each lesson and
unit of work where there are opportunities for reading, writing, speaking and listening. In
geography there is a huge emphasis on literacy and there is a focus on shorter and extended
writing activities and exercises to develop the use of causal conjunctions, tiered vocabulary, key
words (to encourage the use of key terminology) and frequent opportunities for guided reading to
develop literacy, independence, critical thinking and future exam skills.

Numeracy To study geography students need to interpret data (in graphs and tables) and
compare statistics – all of which is reinforced throughout the scheme of work. They require an
understanding of chronology and sequence and need to analyse data to compare, explain and
evaluate trends in human geography. Geographical skills and fieldwork studies all involve the
manipulation of numerical information that is a core requirement of being a successful geographer.

British Values Students are encouraged to think about the diversity of different religions,
identities, traditions and cultures. Students will explore diversity and British attitudes towards this
by looking at the human geography of Britain, globalisation, the impact of migration and inequality
in our society. Students will be given opportunities to discuss and form opinions on race, diversity
and toleration and link this to recent global and domestic events and attitudes.
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Retrieval Practice

The use of geographical concepts are built upon from previous learning and prior
knowledge with repetition of skill sets to embed learning and development. Important
geographical terminology is repeated and expanded upon to reinforce learning and
learning tasks are carefully selected to provide multiple opportunities to revisit key skills.

Retrieval practice through cumulative questions strengthen the memory trace. A coherent
sequence of learning with questions to provide a connection to prior learning are at the
root of each lesson.



In
te

n
t

Geography
Cross Curricular Links

Along with literacy and numeracy, history and beliefs and values is also embedded in many
geography lessons as pupils study migration and also compare and contrast the development of
countries around the world. Africa and Asia in particular have had long-term economic
consequences from the period of British Empire and colonialism - all of which is discussed in lessons
where applicable.

One of the priorities of the geography department is to reassess and establish new cross curricular
links with the other departments in the school at the first available and practical opportunity.
Examples from the past are joint fieldtrips eg the Bay of Naples trip with the Classics Dept. We have
also held joint All Through Education events with the History Department.In
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Progress

● Schemes of work are sequenced, where possible, so that knowledge and geographical concepts 
are built upon from previous learning.

● Responses to key questions and carefully thought out tasks in books, enable geographical 
inquiry to facilitate embedded knowledge.

● End of unit assessment from cumulative quizzing, data analysis and interpretation, 
comprehension, paragraph response, extended writing, posters, debate, drama and roleplay.

● Use of a well developed assessment grid to provide a comprehensive overview of the 
geographical concepts and skills that are being developed and to provide continuity between 
the Primary, Middle and Upper phase of our three tiered structure. 
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Support

● Careful planning to ensure maximum inclusivity to meet all individual needs.
● Flexible-paced learning to accommodate slower learners who can complete their tasks at a 

more comfortable speed.
● Extension tasks available to challenge, stretch and accommodate quicker-paced learners.
● Group work and pair work tasks to enable peer-support.
● Digital support via audio and visual input.
● Progressive tasks, cloze-sheet activities and keywords.
● Verbal support, one-on-one and scaffolded tasks.
● Targeted questioning.
● Tasks with variable outcomes to enable students flexibility and freedom of individuality. 
● On-going assessment to highlight gaps in learning.
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Recovery curriculum
Our recovery curriculum is subject to change, depending on the national Covid situation and its impact 
on next summer’s exams.  We receive regular advice from both exam boards and the Eduqas regional 
representative.  All our recovery planning is in line with CUS and USP policy.

KS3
Essential knowledge, vocabulary and skills will be revisited when required.  

KS4
We are planning on covering the ‘lockdown content’ again as part of our 2022 summer revision 
programme.  The lockdown lessons are still available on Google Classroom for students to access and 
we have encouraged them to do so.
Fieldwork will be untaken when the situation allows and we are constantly monitoring the situation 
with regards the Fieldwork exam paper.

KS5
During lockdown, lessons were delivered remotely with students covering the expected curriculum 
content.  The ‘lost’ fieldtrips will be adapted into one day experiences and organised for year 13.
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Intended areas of Geography development
For Sept 2021 we are aiming tighten up delivery and the assessment 
structure of KS3 and reconsider the delivery of the curriculum to split 
groups.  We are also looking to strengthen links across our three tier 
system, to continue to develop our Geography Route Planner.

Following trials this term we are looking to introduce new techniques to 
imbed knowledge, such as low stakes quizzes and retrieval grids across all 
key stages.  Knowledge organisers will also be introduced to so students 
have a summary of essential knowledge.
In Sept 2021 we are aiming to increase our use of Google Classroom, for 
setting homework tasks and to make greater use of the mark book 
feature.
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A retrieval grid used 

in a year 9 lesson
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Geography naturally lends itself to questioning the world around us because in modern times our global awareness is vast. The fact that we can

see physical and human geography in action is brilliant. Even more important is the fact that their actions can impact the world we live in now and

for the future. Asking questions are really important to invoke curiosity and interest. The use of who, what, where, why and how generates higher

level thinking - therefore using the key enquiry question is essential. It is here where the cumulative quizzing can increase confidence and show

retrieval and integration skills. Geography incorporates many elements of good literacy and the requirement of ‘English’ skills; also the use of

visual aids and sketching appeal to those who struggle with these skills. This makes it even more important to teach it well and it is a subject

where discussion, debate and thinking are equally important as the recorded learning. All pupils can gain a real sense of achievement,

involvement and self-worth through learning about geography. Enjoy teaching it and have fun teaching it.

● Teachers are geography specialists and have a genuine interest in the subject. This enables us to teach high quality geography

lessons that focus on subject specific skills and vocabulary.

● Teachers are to use the established order of lessons in each SOW but to teach them using their own professionalism; they are

to adapt the material supplied for their own individual classes. The Notebooks, PowerPoints and Handouts are not prescriptive.

They are resources to use, adapt and differentiate in order to create lessons that will meet the success criteria for the learning

objective and the needs of all the pupils.

● Teachers are to be aware of all Pupil Premium, SEND and EAL children in their classes.

● Use department resources to inspire learning, returning them promptly to allow other pupils to use them

● Teachers should be aware of the Geography Department assessment criteria and provide evidence to ensure pupils are making

progress. Continuous formative assessment and summative assessment should be carried out in line with the school policy.

● All students should be made to feel like they are geographers, for instance: social, environmental and economic impacts and

locational terms and other geographical language and terminology should be used in every lesson.

● All pupils are encouraged to use Geographical terminology and ask/answer questions about the world around them. It’s really

important to highlight that theory can be shown in real life.

● Good teaching practice, in line with school policy, should be followed.

● Student books should conform to school expectations about presentation (e.g using pencil for drawings, pencil colours for

colouring) and format and any teaching resources should be found in every pupil’s book, where applicable.

● Great teaching in Geography is about making connections, using vocabulary and providing an explanation of what is happening

and why. The majority of pupils want to learn and like to show their learning. We all need to remember that.
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Across the Key Stages, All units of work have a 
sequenced scheme of work that highlights the 
topic to be covered, content for that lesson (or 
series of lessons) and resources available . 
Teachers use these scheme of works to plan 
individual sessions to match the current lesson 
length of 50 minutes.  
Teachers in the department are experienced and 
are to use the established order of lessons in 
each year groups scheme of work.  They then 
teach them using their own professionalism; 
they are to adapt the resources supplied for 
their own individual classes. 
Teachers share resources on the T Drive (and 
more recently Google Drive) to others to use and 
adapt.
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Reading
In our Geography curriculum we encourage pupils to access  books to 
support their learning and develop their skills in accessing information 
from a range of sources. Teachers model reading Geography texts and 
pupils spend time reading independently or aloud to the class, to 
acquire knowledge or deepen their understanding.  

Geography and Literacy      
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Vocabulary
Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. 
Subject specific words are incorporated in each unit 
students books used across the key stages   contain a 
rich vocabulary, Key Words and Glossaries are used in 
KS4 to expand geographical vocabulary and 
understanding. 

Geography and Literacy (continued)
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Glossaries used in Year 10 

GCSE and Year 12 A Level
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Geography and Literacy (continued)
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Oracy
When discussing their ideas and
thoughts or presenting information,
pupils are encouraged to speak using
full sentences and incorporating the
key geographical vocabulary. Teachers
are expected to use geographical
language and terminology in every
lesson.
Questioning students to establish their
understanding is a key focus and
students are encouraged to participate.
Teachers use this opportunity to
develop probing questions and adopt
the ‘say it again better’ technique.
At various stages across the curriculum,
students also have the opportunity to
give verbal presentations to their peers.
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Geography and Literacy (continued)
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Writing

Across all stages of the curriculum, pupils 
are encouraged to write and teachers 
model how to write purposefully, using key 
structures and vocabulary.  Pupils are 
encouraged to use their work books as 
reference books, using previous work, text 
books and external sources.  
In KS4, their text books are a vital resource 
for exam revision. At A Level student use 
their written class notes and exam practice 
materials as part of their revision 
procedure. 
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How are lessons tailored for different learners, including pupils with SEND?
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At County Upper School, we recognise that not all pupils learn in the same way. Geography is an 
exciting area of study and an important one. Many children, outside of school, enjoy reading 
about geography in factual books or watching geography documentaries and programmes and 
those who do not, can be inspired to do so.

Although the learning of geography incorporates many elements of good literacy and the 
requirement of ‘English’ skills, it is also a subject that can have great appeal to those who struggle 
with these skills. This makes it even more important to teach it well and it is a subject where 
discussion, debate and thinking are as equally important as the recorded learning. All children can 
gain a real sense of achievement, involvement and self-worth through learning about geography. 

Many of the tasks carried out in geography lessons will be differentiated by outcome with a clear 
understanding of the teachers expectations (for example, using All, Most and Some against the 
task criteria). More able pupils are encouraged to assist and support other pupils and tasks are 
scaffolded to provide further differentiation. All teachers will be aware of all Pupil Premium, SEND 
and EAL children in their classes. By close collaboration with English teachers about the ability 
level of the children in their classes (in terms of their writing and comprehension ability) written 
tasks can be differentiated accordingly. Pupil Passports and other information provided by the 
SEND department and form tutors can further promote good teaching practice in accordance with 
Teacher Standards.
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Across the three stages of the curriculum, geography is taught using high quality 
resources and texts which support teaching and learning.  As well as using the latest text 
books and atlases in class, we also have our own school library with a selection of 
geography texts.  Ordnance survey maps are available for a variety of locations and we 
have a good supply of fieldwork equipment which is used in KS4 and KS5.
Online resources are increasingly being used, such as The Time for Geography site for 
video clips and BBC Bitesize and GCSE Pod for revision.

The department subscribes to a variety of publications such as the Geography Review 
magazine, Tutor2U, Geofiles and the GA Magazine, so teachers are aware of the latest 
subject developments and case studies. 

Yr 12 

fieldwork on 

Hornsea 

beach
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How do you monitor progress and achievement?

Across the three stages of the curriculum, teachers are responsible for keeping a
record of how individuals are progressing in the subject. Pupils are monitored
and supported closely in their learning. During each lesson, the teachers give
verbal feedback to the learners and use questioning to develop further
understanding, unravel misunderstanding and resolve any misconceptions.
Regular marking of books followed up by individual written and verbal feedback
allows for formative and ongoing assessment.

Cumulative quizzing and other assessment tasks in the form of end of topic tests,
writing and interpretation tasks, all provide teachers with enough material to
make a summative assessment at the end of each term. In KS4 and the KS5, the
focus is on exam technique and practice, with the regular completion of practice
exam questions and papers. Where pupils are regularly underperforming, as
highlighted by the teachers formative assessment, then lesson plans or resources
may need to be adapted to address these issues.
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How do you document learning in geography?

At KS3, department staff keep their own mark books to record progress and any concerns are 
passed onto the Head of Department.   Alongside this, the TAS system is used twice a year to 
record pupils’ progress against the ten areas of geography development and graded with 0-4 
indicating either: (0) no progress, (1) emerging progress, (2) improving progress, (3) secure 
progress or (4) exceeding expectations and progress. Summative assessment at the end of each 
term provides a grade to track against each pupil: (B-) well below track and working well below 
the expected level, (B) below track and working below the expected level, (O) on track and 
working at the expected level, (A) above track and working above the expected level and (A+) 
well above track and working well above the expected level.

At KS4, department staff keep their own mark books and end of topic test results are logged 
onto a central folder on Google Drive, to document students’ learning.   At KS5 teachers also are 
responsible for keeping their own log of homework results, test scores etc.  Concerns are raised 
in our regular department meetings.  
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How do you measure the impact of geography teaching?

Excellent exam results at GCSE and A Level are the end focus, which reflects the impact our 
teaching has had.  
Student uptake in the subject has been steadily increasing.  In recent years we have had two 
sixth form groups in years 12 and 13.
Practice exam questions at KS4 and KS5 target different Assessment Objectives (AOs).  
Feedback is given and marks are used to track progress. 
Plenaries are used at the end of lessons, so teachers can check learning during the lesson.  
Books are also checked and marked on a regular basis.
We make sure that everyone in the department is aware of the expected standards so that 
teaching and assessments are fair.  
Pupil questionnaires have been used to gather information about pupil perceptions. The aim 
is to use the ‘Pupil Book Study’ interview method from September 2021,  to monitor the 
impact of the lessons, the support we give, the strengths and weakness of the pupils and 
what we need to do to address these.      

Im
p

ac
t



Im
p

ac
t

What do you consider to be the strengths of Geography within the school?

How do you know?

The students tell us in lessons, open evenings and at option choice events.
Department meetings and teacher feedback on curriculum content.
Through observations.
Results data.

Pupils enjoy their geography lessons and uptake at GCSE and A level has 
been steadily increasing.
We get very good GCSE and A Level results.
Student go on to study geography at University and become geography 
teachers.
Teachers in the department are passionate and knowledgeable about 
geography.
The range of resources in the department support the learning.
We take the subject ‘out of the classroom,’ with annual fieldtrips to the 
Holderness Coast, Hull, London, Felixstowe and Bury St Edmunds.
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Enrichment and cultural capital

Fieldwork and trips enable the students to put the disciplinary geography into practice.  
Students are able to experience life outside of Bury St Edmunds, from the dramatic 
headlands and bays of Flamborough Head to the inner city deprivation in Hull and 
Sheffield.  For many students this is an enrichment experience is a massive contrast from 
life in Suffolk.

Geography staff are also involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  With the obvious map 
reading skills required, many of the DofE ‘aims’ the participants choose are linked to 
geography.  Students from all backgrounds are encouraged to take part, with special 
assistance being made to participants if required.

Geography lessons will always reflect topical news items as a way of increasing 
engagement in the world in which we live.  This can be at a local, national or international 
level.  
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Careers development 

In year 9 we approach careers advice in Geography by offering an KS4 options 
evening

In year 10 we approach careers advice in Geography by discussing possible 
‘geography’ related work experience.

In year 11 we approach careers advice in Geography by discussing A Level choices 
with links to future possible careers

In year 12 we approach careers advice in Geography by discussing UCAS

In year 13 we approach careers advice in Geography by discussing future 
university's and the degrees they offer to geographers.

The department career champion is Paul Fisher
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